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She explained that she would supply nothing
that could be obtained from the official purveyor,
and that all requisitions for goods must be coun-
tersigned by a doctor. This procedure angered
some of her nurses, for, seeing the dire need of
the patients, they thought that Florence was
making difficulties in insisting upon doctor's con-
firmation. Florence, however, was determined
to allow no departure from this rule unless in
very special circumstances. She was responsible
for the equitable distribution of the goods, and
she could not take the risk of misappropriation.
Moreover, she wanted the doctors to feel that the
authority was theirs. As some of the doctors
would never approve any issue from Florence's
stores, while others were only too eager to take
advantage of everything that she could supply,
she did not achieve the fair division for which
she had hoped, but she avoided the waste which
would have been inevitable had the nurses been
able to draw at will. One or two of them were
not above striving after popularity by over-
generous giving,
The official commissariat had broken down.
The Government had appointed William Filder,
a man of sixty-four, who had considerable experi-
ence in such work, as commissary-general, but he
had not sufficient staff under him. KTsgfoyyJ had
possessed a mere skeleton of a purveying depart-
ment, and as everyone had looked for an early
cessation of hostilities, Filder had not been
encouraged to build up an